
1053

reaction with iodine. The basis of the bread is evidently
almond fiour. We are not sure whether the bread is offered
as a remedy for the disease or as simply a suitable food for
the diabetic. In a pamphlet accompanying the sample sub-
mitted to us it is said that the use of this bread decreases
the glycosuria "in large proportions," and "in the case of
diabetics where the urine has a small trace of sugar it causes
it to disappear." We ask, Why ? The bread contains a
distinct quantity of starch and has a not very agreeable
oily taste.

ST. RAPHAEL QUINQUINA WINES.

(E. DELACOSTE, 16, NEWMAN-STREET, OXFORD-STREET, W.)

A red wine and a white wine were submitted to us for

examination. The results of analysis were as follows. Red

wine: Alcohol, by weight 15-33 per cent., by volume
18’88 per cent., equal to proof spirit 33’08 per cent.;
extractives, 7’36 per cent.; mineral matter, 0-30 per
cent. White wine: Alcohol, by weight 15’67 per cent.,
by volume 19-28 per cent., equal to proof spirit 33’79 per
cent.; extractives, 13 82 per cent.; mineral matter, 0’30 per
cent. Neither of the wines yielded quinine on extraction
with a suitable solvent, but a residue was obtained, which
was bitter to the taste and somewhat pungent. This residue
with potassium tri-iodide gave a reddish-brown precipitate,
a reaction which is characteristic of the cinchona alkaloids.
The solution of the residue, however, in sulphuric acid did
not exhibit flaoreseence. Both samples had " crusted " to a
small extent at the time they were received. The wine
selected as a basis in each case was of excellent quality and
of generous character, possessing good, fruity, and slightly
aromatic flavour.

MARVINE GELOIDS.

(THE MARVINE SYNDICATE, LIMITED. 28, ELDON-STREET, AND
BROAD-STREET HOUSE, E.C.)

Complete confirmatory evidence was obtained of the
statements made in regard to the composition of these

"geloids," or lozenges, as they really are. They possess a
pleasant acid flavour and dissolve readily in the mouth, a
distinct but pleasant taste of beef extractives and cocoa at
the same time being noticeable. The mineral matter

obtained on incinerating a I I geloid contained a large pro-
portion of potassium phosphate. Apart from the presence
of the other ingredients this soluble salt, as is well known,
affords a very refreshing beverage when dissolved in water.
Marvine geloids act well as " thirst quenchers," due chiefly
to the presence of the acid of lime juice. In addition, they
contain well-known nourishing and stimulating ingredients.
They keep well, but contain no objectionable preservatives.

LE VIN D&Egrave;SILES.

(AGENCY: FASSETT AND JOHNSON, 32,33, SNOW-HILL, E.C.) I
We cannot recognise that this wine is, as stated, a remedy

for anything like the great number of complaints enumerated
in a pamphlet which accompanied the sample submitted for
examination. It doubtless serves as an agreeable restorative
and tonic, since it contains the extracts of coca, kola, and
cocoa, together with iodo-tannin and phosphate of lime.
The excipient is " Special Desiles." We had little difficulty
in confirming experimentally the presence of the many and
various constituents indicated. The composition of the
wine was as follows: Absolute alcohol 16’23 per cent., by
volume 19’96 per cent., equal to proof spirit 34.98 per cent. ;
extractives 23’45 per cent. ; mineral matters 0’26 per cent,
The wine is sweet to the taste and has a strong flavour of
coca leaf. It is described as a &deg;‘ Cordial Regenerateur."
Its composition is certainly complex, and this is why, we
suppose, it is recommended for so many ailments-a recom.
mendation to which we refuse to lend the slightest
support.

New Inventions.
THE "CHRISTY" ANATOMICAL BICYCLE SADDLE.

IT is generally conceded that the most important item in
a bicycle is the saddle, for upon this depends the comfort of
the rider, and it determines in large measure the question
whether or not cycling is a healthful or a harmful exercise.
The saddle under consideration is built so as to avoid any

_____ perineal pressure.
As will be seen by
the illustration it
consists of two pads
separated by a

groove and the sur-
face lies in a hori-
zontal plane and is
not wedge-shaped.
The only difference
between the saddle
intended for a man
and that for a.

woman consists in
the ’Deak beinL7
.r.. r..,._., "’’’’’’’’-

slightly shorter in the case of the latter. We have submitted
each form of saddle to a competent rider of either sex and
have received a favourable report thereon. At first there is
a feeling of insecurity, but this very soon wears off after a.
little practice. The makers are Messrs. Spalding and Bros.,
54, Holborn Viaduct, E.C.

THE INDIAN RISING AND THE TIRAH
EXPEDITION.

THERE has been some sharp but desultory fighting on the
border, on the Samana range, and two squadrons of the
9th Bengal Lancers reconnoitring from Fort Bana in the
Khyber fell into an ambuscade and sustained a rather severe
loss. The way has now been cleared, after the desperate
fighting at Dargai on the 20tih, for the advance of the
main column of the force for Tirah, and the arrangements
for the expedition under Sir William Lockhart have been
completed. If we may judge from the samples we

have already had of the fighting the advance of the

expedition will be stoutly opposed, and the next point
to be carried where the tribes are likely to make a stand
will be the Sanpagha Pass. Ambuscades and surprises
and the extreme difficulty of getting at the enemy in moun-
tain warfare of this kind are the main obstacles to be over-
come. One great anxiety connected with the expedition
has, as usual, been the transport. While every effort has been
made to reduce the amount of baggage and material to the
utmost, the number of transport animals accompanying the
force is necessarily very large. There will be as little tentage
as possible with the troops-that allowed for hospital purposes
will be on a very reduced scale, and considering the physical
features of the country and the nature of the expedition it
cannot be otherwise. We have not yet seen any official list
published of the medical personnel of the forces and we can
only trust that the number of medical officers accompanying
the troops will be fully adequate to their requirements. The

expedition is on a large and bold scale and must prove a very
costly one, but it had become inevitable. The tribes had no
excuse whatever for their rising at the present time ; they had
been subjected to no unjust or aggressive treatment, and they
were being paid for keeping the roads and passes open.
The movements of the expeditionary force sent for their
punishment will be followed with great interest. Nothing can
exceed the pluck, loyalty, and devotion of the native army,
and the troops-British and Indian-of the expedition are
in excellent health and fettle. As the expedition had to be
undertaken we trust it will not be regarded simply as a
punitive one. The opportunity must be seized for reducing
the Afridi and Orakzai tribes to order and for securing some
settlement that shall secure the frontier from a repetition of
treacherous revolts of this nature. The recalcitrant tribes
must be taught that the Indian Government is master, and
intends to remain so. Having learnt that lesson it will
remain for a wise, judicious, and conciliatory policy to effect
the rest.
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THE LANCET.

LONDON: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1897.
THE theme of the notable address delivered by the

Hirveian Orator at the Royal College of Physicians of

London on Monday last was happily chosen, whilst its

spirit was consonant with the life-workof the master-our
"venerated saint and apst]e"&mdash;whom it commemorated.

With admirable skill Sir WILLIAM ROBERTS showed how

intimately bound up with modern civilisation are the

methods of scientific inquiry which were practically initiated

by HARVEY and his great contemporaries, GAMLBO, BACON,
and DESCARTES, and he felt justified in doubting whether it
ware possible for a civilisation so supported to share the fate
of those ancient civilisations which have either become

wholly extinguished or have remained stagnant and effete.
For he pointed out that those ancient civilisations rested

upon the cultivation of pursuits that are finite and personal,
upon art and letters which seem to be incapable of advance
beyond a certain pitch of excellence, and then to suffer

decline. To be sure, they may be revived, and the world
may yet witness another Renaissance, but they cannot
in the nature of things undergo that expansion which in
the sphere of science seems well-nigh illimitable. It was

far from the orator’s intention to institute any com-

parison between these mainsprings of human thought and
endeavour ; his admiration for the treasures that have

been handed down by the masters of arts and literature

proves that he did not disparage the part they had played in
the cultivation of mankind; but he truthfully pointed out
how some of the most precious masterpieces are those that
were produced in dim antiquity, and how far below the

heights then attained have fallen the endeavours of all

but a few who have since laboured in the same fields.

Exact science-that based on the observation of facts, on

experiment, on generalisation and deduction-dates from

the time of HARVEY, and during the three centuries that
have elapsed it has been undergoing an evolution which
within our own time has proceeded with amazing rapidity
to the great advantage and welfare of mankind.

It may be that its progress will be less rapid
in the future. but that it will continue to progress
there can be little doubt. Sir WILLIAM ROBERTS, in the
skilful exposition of some of the gains which have already
accrued from the development of the sciences, expressed no
doubts on this score. The spirit and methods of true science
are such that when properly pursued they admit of no retro-
gression. Facts established as facts cannot be shaken ;
and one discovery of these secrets of Nature which

HARVEY exhorted us to seek out leads to another being
revealed from her inexhaustible store. Therefore, the

Harveian orator has no fears for our modern civilisation,
nor does he share the view expressed by the late Professor
PEARSON as to its ultimate destiny. The nations that have

pursuea science can never be overwhelmed by the un-

scientific. Equally hopeful was his outlook of the effects of
a civilisation based on science in promoting peace and

improving culture, whilst the very storm and stress which
are introduced into modern life by means of this activity are
evidence of vigour and vitality as well as of progress.

Thus, then, did the Harveian orator convey a lesson which

may well be taken to heart. It is not one indeed which

is needed by members of the medical profession. They
know too well the immense gains to health and pios-

perity which have arisen directly from the pursuit of &pound;

natural science. But there are some persons in these

days who seek to disparage science, and write or talk

as if the world would have been the better without

it. It is to be hoped that such people will embrace

the opportunity afforded them by Sir WILLIAM ROBERTS

of learning to bow great an extent they are dependent
on that which they affect to despise. He is no

true lover of science who claims for it that which does

not rightly belong to it, nor does it befit the follower of

science to be arrogant and bigoted. Those who have best

contributed to its advance have been men who have pursued
it in the spirit of HARVEY, whose life and work have seldom
been more happily and tersely sketched than they were in
this oration. It is well to commemorate such a man, and it

is well for u?, too, to be reminded of the great work he did
in laying down the first principles of scientific observation

which have yielded so much up to the present and promise
to yield yet more in the future.

WE dealt last week with the subject of adulteration of

food, and drew a few lessons from the mass of interesting
material supplied by the twenty-sixth annual report of the
Local Government Board which has recently been issued.
With the same report under consideration we may now turn
our attention to the water-supply of the metropolis. Recent

events have contributed largely in bringing the questions
of the quality and quantity of the water supplied to

London prominently before the public, and in their report
Major-General SCOTT deals with quantity and Sir EDWARD
FRANKLAD with quality.

In regard to the former section of the subject it is

well known that during the last year or so considerable

arrangements have been made for increased storage, and
this is notably the case with the East London Water-

works Company, while the construction of storage reservoirs
near Seines on a very large scale is about to be com-

menced under Parliamentary powers obtained by three of
the metropolitan water companies during the last session

of Parliament. The mean daily discharge of the Thames
at Kingston is 1,300,000,000 gallons, and the quantity of
water daily abstracted for the use of the metropolis
is limited to a maximum of 130,000,000 gallons in

twenty-four hours. The withdrawal of the quantity
taken by the companies " can have no appreciable
effect on the r6gime of the river in a general sense."

But exceptional droughts in the summer must be taken

into account, and it is at this time that the flow of the

river is reduced to a minimum while the abstracted

quantity approaches a maximum. Proper storage is the


